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340 THE ENGLISH JOURNAL 

If she is ignorant of the way the thrush builds his nest, let 
her acknowledge the fact. Ten to one Timothy Mahoney or Sadie 
Werlinsky can help her out. One's enthusiasm for .the great out 
of doors is far more highly infectious than one's detailed technical 
knowledge of English or any other subject. A class whose interest 
and enthusiasm are aroused along any line, however far removed it 
may be from the subject which the school report lists you as 
teaching, is far easier to teach than one which has no common 
ground to meet on. The former group is alive and receptive. 

After all it isn't subjects we're any of us teaching; it's boys 
and girls. And we're not teaching them subjects primarily; we 
are, or should be, teaching them how to live not only these years 
when they are with us, but all the rest of the days they are on this 
earth. 
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To plunge into the purple depths of eyes, 
And seek and find and know what therein hes — 
This is our task. 

To scan far hilltops for the glint of wings 
Yet search the dullest life for holy things, 
Is a wide task. 

To see beyond crude themes piled on a shelf 
To the sweet unfolding of an humble self, 
Is a true task. 

To weave the breath of dreams, the smile of beauty, 
Into youth's eager life — a lovely duty — 
A blessed task. 

To yield our being to the learner's soul 
And by giving, keep our being young and whole — 
What a happy task! 



